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1. 1 nt roduct i on 

The ]apanese Association for Research in Family 

Nursing (J組問) has , frorn its inception, engaged 

in activities with the view of supporting 

international exchanges , such as through participation 

at serninars outside ]apan, at international 

syrnpos l岨s ， and so on. Presently 15 years into 

its existence , it seeks to prornote international 

exchange activities , and the members of its 

Commi ttee for Internat ional Exchanges plan to 

further exchanges with inst ructors , researchers , 

and practitioners of family nursi ng, particularly 

in Asia. In so doing , i t airns to clarify the 

current status of family nursing education, 

research and practice in Asia. With the objective 

of gaJnlng a foothold on the developrnent of a 

network for exchange of information and co阻un i cat ions

related to educat ion, research and pract ice of 

fami ly nursing in Asia , i t hereby reports on the 

results of a questionnaire survey. 

11. Methods 

1 . Subjects of Study 

The subj ect inst i tut ions consisted of 15 univers山田，

junior colleges and specialty training schools , 

including nine in the Kingdorn of Thai land, 49 

in the Republic of Korea , one in the Republic 

of Singapore , nine in Malaysia, two in Republic 

of China (Taiwan) , three in the Hong Kong Special 

Adrninistrative Region, 83 in the Republic of the 

Philippines , 16 in the Republic of Indonesia and 

153 in the People's Republic of China. The subj 巴cts

of the survey were nursing school instructors 

in faculties of nursing or related departrnents 

aff i 1 iated wi th the above. In cases where no 

individual app li ed, the subjects were personnel 

involved in nursing education in otherfields or 

personnel concerned with the overall activities 

of the nursing faculty. 

2. Survey I tems 

The three members of the Committee for International 

Exchanges cons i dered the i t erns t 0 be surveyed, 

加d ， in addition to the basic attributes of the 

subjects , organized five key i tems as follows: 

a) family nursing; b) family nursing education; 

c) practical teaching concerning family nursing; 

d) surveys and research concerning fami ly nursing; 

and e) international exchanges on family nursing. 

After a s担ple questionnaire sheet was produced, 

pre-testing was conducted on six indi vidua ls , a 

reevaluation was made based on the results and 

the contents were finalized. 

3. Survey Method 

In March 2008 , a set consisting of the survey 
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each. instructions , questionnaire sheet and a leaflet 

introducing the ]apanese Association for Research 

in Family Nursing was sent to the subject institutions. 

Responses to the questionnaire were received via 

regular mai 1, by facsimi le and by input into a 

Web si te set up exclusively for that purpose. 

Each commun i ca t i on rece i ved was t rea ted as an 

agreement to participate in the survey. 

111. Resul ts 
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received. Broken down by country or area of 

Orlgtn , these included Thai land (2) , Korea (2), 

Tai wan (l ) , Phil ipp ines (5) , Indones i a (2) , and 

China (3). The affiliated institutions of the 

respondents consisted of four undergraduate 

schools , three schools with masters progr担s ，

five schools withdoctoral progr祖s and two others. 

, • Fami Iy Nursing 
Subjects who responded they “ know of" and 

“ have interest in" fami ly nursing numbered 13 

2. Fam i I y Nu r s i ng Educa t i on 

Wi th regard to the existence of independent 

subjects in family nursing , respondents from 

three undergraduate and f i ve graduate inst i tut ions 

replied in the positive (Table 1). Respondents 

whose institutions offer independent classes or 

fields in family nursing numbered two at 

undergraduate and three at graduate level (Table 2) 

3. Pract ical Teaching Concerning Fami Iy Nursing 

In response to the quest ion ‘Does your inst i tut ion 

foster specialist practitioners of family nursing?" 

three responded yes and 12 responded no. To the 

quest IOn,“Do you practice family nursing?" eight 

responded that they did and seven that they did not. 

4. Studies and Research Concerning Fami Iy Nursing 

In response to the question,“Are you involved 

in research activities related to family nursing?" 

eight responded yes and six responded no and one 

responded previously (Table 3). Fourteen respondents 

replied they do not belong to any family nursing 

association as opposed to only one respondent 

Table 1. “ Is family nursing taught as an independent subject at your institution?" 

Indep巴ndent subject 
Part of another subject 
Not taught 
N=15 

ilndergradua te 
3 

11 

Graduate 
5 

8 

2 
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Independent subject area 
In conjunction with another subject area 
ot provided 
N 二 1 5

Undergraduate 
2 

10 

3 

Graduate 
3 

3 

9 

Table 3. "Are you involved in research activities related to family nursing?" 

N10. of respondents 
8 

6 

Yes 
No 
Previously 
N=15 
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who did. 

5. I nternat i ona I Exchanges on Fam i I y Nurs i ng 

In response to the question “ Do you know of 

the International Family Nursing Conference?" 

six repl ied “ yes" and nine repl ied “ no." Three 

(two fromηlailand， one from Korea) replied they 

had participated in the International Family 

Nursing Conference. To the question as to whether 

or not they themselves had participated in studies 

or exchanges with family nursing researchers 

outside their own country , one positive and 14 

negative responses were received. 

To the question concerning approving or disap 

proving the plan to establ ish an Asian network 

of family nursing researchers , 13 approved and 

two disapproved. To the question regarding wish 

to be included in a mai 1 ing 1 ist , etc. for the 

sett ing up of a network for exchanges of informat ion 

between fami Iy nursing researchers in Asia , 21 

wished to be included (with multiple n担es given 

on one of the responses). In addi t ion, a nonｭ

member requested to join the ]apanese Association 

for Research in Family Nursing. 

IV. Sl.BTI゚a r y 

As of this writing, the response rate to the 

ques t i onna i re has been 1 ow, and sugges t i ng the 

possibility that family nursing studies have 

sti 11 not penetrated into Asian countries. However , 

the authors were able to receive responses from 

all countries and regions with the exception of 

Singapore , Malaysia and Hong Kong , and i t is 

hoped that thedata received, while limited, may 

be useful in future international exchange 

actlvltles. 

Concerning education in family nursing , the 

percentage of its being treated as an independent 

subject at the graduate school level is more 

numerous than at the undergraduate level. 

Furthermore , the number of institutions with 

graduate schools offering independent classes 

or fields related to fami Iy nursing has become 

more numerous , which leads us to believe it is 

possible that family nursing education will be 

conducted as a highly specialized subject or 

area. In order to raise awareness of family 

nursing in Asian countries , we suppose the 

adoption of family nursing into the nurse 

educational curricula at an earlier stage will 

be desirable. 

Moreover , many were in agreement that exchanges 

of information and the setting up of a network 

for such exchanges would be desirable , i t will 

be necessary to plan means of exchanges between 

family nursing specialists in Asia through such 

means as creating mailing lists , holding of 

symposiums and issuing of publications , etc. 

Along wi th the sett ing up a network for such 

exchanges , the Commi ttee for International 

Exchanges , ]apanese Association for Research in 

Family Nursing, through these networks for 

exchange , invites submissions of papers from 

outs ide ] apan for i ts j ournal and call s for 

participation at i ts symposiums , wi th the aim 

of fostering fami ly nursing activi ties in Asia. 


